FROM THE DESK OF
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DONNA VEATCH 816.718.2260 | donna@r7hsa.com

Director of Executive Services

Dear Head Start Friends, Colleagues, and Former Trenton, MO Head Start Students,
June 3, 2026

| am writing to share that | will be stepping down as Executive Director of the Region 7 Head Start Association
(R7HSA), a role | have had the privilege of serving, on and off, for nearly 30 years as part of my 45-year
journey with the Head Start program. | make this decision with a full heart and deep gratitude. Serving R7HSA
has been one of the greatest honors of my life, and | will always be grateful for the trust, encouragement,
and opportunities so many of you have given me over the years.

To the Board and Affiliate members, past and present, thank you for allowing me to be part of this meaningful
work—and especially to the children, families, and staff from my earliest classroom experiences, who taught
me so much about early childhood education and life itself. | am deeply humbled and will always carry that
gratitude with me.

I’'m pleased to share that the R7HSA Executive Committee has approved April Noe, Executive Administrative
Assistant, to serve as Interim Executive Director beginning July 1, 2026. April and | have worked closely
together for more than 20 years, and | know her to be a dedicated, capable, and deeply committed leader. |
am confident that she will work with each of you to move R7HSA forward while honoring our shared mission.
Michael Baugher, Director of Marketing, will continue in his role, using his creativity and talent to tell the
story of R7HSA through the quarterly Head Start Sand Box Magazine, the R7HSA website, event marketing,
and other important communications and activities. For more than 25 years, Michael has helped keep a
spotlight on Head Start.

Beginning July 1, the donna@r7hsa.com email address will be redirected. Going forward, you may reach
me at donnaveatchgroup@comecast.net or connect through LinkedIn. April Noe’s email address will change
to April@r7hsa.com, and Michael Baugher’s email address will remain the same: mikebaugher@r7hsa.com.
While | do not see myself ever fully stepping away from Head Start, | have seen firsthand the life-changing
difference this program makes for children, families, staff, communities, and in my own life. For that reason,
I will continue serving in a limited capacity as Advisor to R7HSA from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.
Although my role is changing, my care for Head Start, R7HSA, and for all of you remains the same. Thank
you for your trust, support, and partnership over the years. It has meant more to me than | can fully express.

With Sincere Gratitude and Respect,

|
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Donna Veatch
Director of Executive Services
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